The spottail mantis shrimp, Squilla mantis (Linnaeus, 1758), occurs throughout the Mediterranean Sea, inhabiting both margins of the sea basin, offshore areas and islands (e.g., Pipitone & Tumbiolo, 1993; Dounas & Steudel, 1994; Mili et al., 2013a, b) . This species is also found in the adjacent Atlantic Ocean, namely in southern Europe and along West Africa, with a distributional range spreading from the Gulf of Cadiz southwards to the Madeira and Canary archipelagos (Manning, 1981; Biscoito, 1985) , with reported occurrences from Morocco (Lloris & Rucabado, 1998) to Angola (Müller, 1994; Maynou et al., 2005) . The review by Maynou et al. (2005) restricts the occurrence of S. mantis in European Atlantic waters to the Gulf of Cadiz.
In terms of depth distribution, S. mantis inhabits from sublittoral areas (>3 m depth) to waters over 200 m depth (maximum recorded depth 367 m) (Abelló et al., 2002; Maynou et al., 2005) , but generally occurs down to 120-150 m depth (Manning, 1981; Müller, 1994; Abelló et al. 2002; Maynou et al., 2005; Vila et al., 2013) . It is usually associated to suitable burrowing substrates on soft bottoms (Müller, 1994; Mili et al., 2013a) , mainly in silty sand to sandy mud (Atkinson et al., 1997; Maynou et al., 2005) , but also in sandy (Biscoito, 1985) and muddy sediments (Abelló & Martín, 1993; Abelló et al., 1993 Abelló et al., -1994 Lloris & Rucabado, 1998) . For this reason, S. mantis is more common in shallow areas with a wide continental shelf and under the influence of run-off from river deltas (Abelló & Martín, 1993; Abelló et al., 1993 Abelló et al., -1994 Maynou et al., 2005; Vila et al., 2013 and references therein).
The spottail mantis shrimp is the only stomatopod commercially exploited in the Mediterranean (Abelló & Martín, 1993; Abelló et al., 2002; Lorenzon et al., 2013; Vila et al., 2013) . It is regularly or occasionally found in seafood markets mainly in Italy and Spain, and to a lesser extent in France, Morocco, Tunisia, Israel and Egypt (Abelló & Martín, 1993; Lloris & Rucabado, 1998; Anonymous, 2001; Maynou et al., 2005; Froglia, 2010; Mili et al., 2013a, b; Vila et al., 2013) . Fisheries of S. mantis occur mainly off the deltas of major rivers, namely the Po, Ebro, Guadalquivir, Guadiana, Rhone and Nile (Abelló & Martín, 1993; Sobrino et al., 1994; Maynou et al., 2005; Vila et al., 2013) . This species is mainly caught by bottom trawling (Manning, 1981; Abelló & Martín, 1993; Maynou et al., 2005; Lorenzon et al., 2013; Vila et al., 2013) , although catches (target or bycatch) also occur using dredges, "rapido" and "rastell" trawl nets, trammel nets, gill nets, baited traps and pots (Biscoito, 1985; Lloris & Rucabado, 1998; Maynou et al., 2005; Rossetti et al., 2005; Lorenzon et al., 2013) and by hand harvesting using suction pumps (Anonymous, 2001 ).
The present specimen of S. mantis ( fig. 1 ) was caught on 16 October 2016 in the Ria Formosa lagoon (Algarve coast, southern Portugal), in the zone of "Geada" (37°00 11 N 07°54 57 W) located in the channel Faro-Olhão (nearby the Faro commercial harbour and slightly over 3 nautical miles from the nearest inlet connecting the lagoon with the adjacent coastline) ( fig. 2) . It was caught by a professional hand-harvester targeting small cuttlefish, being collected using a scoop (dip net) on a sandy bottom at very shallow depth (<0.5 m). The specimen was delivered alive to the IPMA research center and was kept in a laboratory aquarium until further procedures. It was identified following specific literature, sexed, measured with a digital calliper and weighed on a top-loading digital balance. Finally, it was photographed with a digital camera, fixed in 4% buffered formaldehyde, preserved in 70% ethanol and catalogued in IPMA-Olhão collection (CRIPS/16/002).
The specimen was unambiguously identified by exhibiting the distinctive morphological characters described in the literature (e.g., Manning, 1981; Biscoito, 1985) , namely the body conspicuously ridged, anterolateral angles of the carapace spined and submedian ridges of fifth abdominal segment with posterior spines; intermediate carina of first abdominal somite and submedian carinae of fourth to sixth abdominal somites armed; lateral and marginal carinae of the abdomen simple; apices of submedian teeth of telson fixed and tail segment with a distinct median ridge; claws with the basis unarmed and the dactylus armed with six teeth on
